
Notes for: Charles S. “Chili” Vaughn: Letter and photo

Source: Vaughn Family Collection

In 1932, “Chili” Vaughn was a pilot for the China National Aviation Corporation
(CNAC), a joint venture between the Curtiss-Wright Corporation and the Chinese
government. (Pan American took over Curtiss-Wright’s interests in 1933.)

Unbeknownst to Chili, the flight he was scheduled to fly one day was to be held
past its normal departure time for a very special passenger – Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek, Nationalist leader of China. Some minutes after Chili took off
at his normal departure time, the Generalissimo arrived with his retinue, and
much to his consternation, he was not going anywhere, at least by plane. .

To placate the prickly leader, CNAC’s manager, the courtly and sympathetic
William Langhorne Bond, dismissed Chili, at least temporarily.  He knew it was
unjust and unfair, and in way of explanation and as a morale booster, he wrote
the attached letter to Chili. It provides a wonderful example of Bond’s stellar
leadership qualities, superbly documented in Gregory Crouch’s excellent book,
China’s Wings, (Random House, New York; 2012).

Also attached is a roughly contemporary photo of Chili, outfitted for flying in the
open cockpits of the day.
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